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Intelligence schooner to Batavia, with letters to the General and Council
containing our earnest request that they would afford us the supply
required and that they would appoint such agents, for this purpose, as
they should deem necessary, to whom a commission of 5 per cent should
be allowed in addition to the prescribed rates, which we left to their
decision, proposing that immediate payment should be made either to
such agents as should be deputed to receive possession of the Dutch East
India Company's factories in Bengal, or by our sending hilver or opium
to Batavia at their option.

We acquainted the Presidency of Fort St. George with cm-
anxiety on their account, in consequence of the necessity we had been
under of withholding their expected supplies, and of the application we
had made to the Government of Batavia, and we directed Captain Murray
to return with all possible expedition to Fort St. George with their answer
that should it prove a favorable one no time might be lost in dispatch-
ing such ships as could be got ready for that purpose, to convey the grain
to Fort St. George,
16.    Yoia have already been informed of the measures we had thought
it necessary to adopt in order to avert as much as possible the effects of
the famine, with which we were threatened, and of our appointment of
a Committee of Grain, with very extensive powers, for this purpose.   And
we are happy to inform you that these exertions have had so good an
effect that, although the scarcity has not been entirely removed, the alarm
of the natives has in a great measure subsided, and we have every reason
to expect that in a short time plenty will be again established throughout
the provinces.
17.    We referred the adjustment of the contractors' accounts to the
Committee of Grain, that they might determine the compensation equit-
ably due to each.   They accordingly transmitted to us accounts current
between the Honourable Company and the principal
Consultation ist       contractors, as recorded in the consultation noted in
December.                                 .             ...                                   -      f
the margin, to which we beg leave to refer for your
more particular information on this subject.
18.    From these accounts and from the estimates of private merchants
the Committee calculated the average rate of shipping and re-landing grain
at this port, in order to determine the compensation which justice required
should be made to such individuals as had actually shipped grain, but
were prevented from exporting it by the embargo.
19.    This calculation was made with the most minute exactness, and
the average expence computed at 50 rupees per 100 bags, or 8 annas for
each bag.   We agreed therefore  to make  this allowance to  such  indi-
viduals as had laden their grain and were obliged to re-land it, the truth
of which was verified by each of them on oath.   The sum paid on this
account, and a list of such persons as received the indemnification, is
recorded in our proceedings last quoted, to which we again request leave
to refer you.